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Ocean Currents and Weather

Ocean currents have a huge impact 

on our weather. If not for the ocean 
currents, the global climate would 

be similar to an ice age. Every three 

to seven years there is a weather 
phenomenon called El Niño, which is 

caused by a shift in ocean currents.
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Mountain Ranges

In the U.S. the Rocky Mountains mark 
the continental divide. The presence 
of a large mountain range can have a 

big effect on seasonal weather 

patterns. Also, the weather and 

climate on one side of a mountain 

range may be very different from 
weather and climate on the other 

side of the range. In the case of the 

Rocky Mountains, the western slope 

and eastern slope each have very 

different climates and seasonal 
weather patterns.
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